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The First Plenary of the 24th IARU Region 1 General Conference was opened at 10:30 on
Sunday 21 September 2014 in the Grand Hall of the Flamingo Grand Hotel, Albena, Bulgaria.

  

The message of Dr Kristalina Georgieva, European Union Commissioner for International
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response was read by Mr Encho Gospodinov.

  

“Dear IARU Conference participants,

  

Dear radio messengers in times of trouble and hope

  

Friends, ladies and gentlemen,

  

It is my pleasure and privilege to address your General Conference. The timing for your
gathering could not be more indicative for the world we live in and the challenges we all face
today.

  

The lives of millions of people is impacted by troubling events: conflicts in Africa and the Middle
East (and sadly, in Europe); natural disasters all over the world with all the un-predictabilities of
the mother Nature and the responsibilities of the human beings for the Climate Change; human
waves of migrants and refugees moving from one place to another, and assorted diseases often
trailing the disasters and conflicts. In short, this is a world, which does not stop to surprise us
every morning when we open the TV screen or a newspaper.

  

At the same time, the world has never been better connected and wired. Today's
communications are a real miracle once considered a fantasy coming from the novels of Arthur
Clarke or Rey Bradbury. Never before, we had this privilege to transmit or exchange information
with such accuracy, speed and scope of distribution. And never before so many people from all
corners of the world and all layers of the society had access to this information. The arrival of
internet really made our planet a Global village and ever since our live changed forever in the
way we deal with information. Politics, diplomacy, journalism, technology, science, research,
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